
April 18, 2017 County Board Meeting  

 
McLEOD COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MEETING MINUTES – April 18, 2017 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to 
order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair Joe Nagel at the Glencoe City Center.  Commissioners 
Pohlmeier, Shimanski, Krueger and Wright were present.  Commissioner County 
Administrator Patrick Melvin, Administrative Assistant, Donna Rickeman and 
County Attorney Michael Junge were also present.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Recognition of Health Promotion Coordinator II Jean Johnson retirement and 
presentation of a plaque in appreciation for her twenty-six years of service to the 
McLeod County Public Health Department from June 18, 1991 through April 28, 
2017. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS  
 

A) Add under Administration Item F: Consider appointment of Tim Haag to 
replace Lawrence Winter on the Trail Committee. 

 
Wright/Krueger motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda as revised. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A) April 4, 2017 Meeting Minutes and Synopsis. 
B) April 7, 2017 Auditor's Warrants. 
C) Approve annual contract with Safe Assure Consultants Inc. (Willmar, MN) 

for safety training, written procedures, and general services for a total cost of 
$3,750.64 with funding coming from the 2017 safety budget. 

D) Approve annual contract with Safe Assure Consultants Inc. (Willmar, MN) to 
perform OSHA and safety training for the Highway Department for a total 
cost of $5,404.88 with funding coming from the 2017 highway budget. 
 

Wright/Shimanski motion carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS – COMMISSIONER WARRANT LIST 
 

General Revenue Fund $54,835.00 
Road and Bridge Fund $112,477.17 
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Solid Waste Fund $110,212.50 
 

Shimanski/Pohlmeier motion carried unanimously to approve payment of bills 
totaling $277,524.67 from the aforementioned funds. 
 
CONTEGRITY – Construction Manager Sam Lauer 
 

A) Sam Lauer with Contegrity informed the Board of current construction 
progress including the installation of fire-stopping walls and one of two 
elevators is currently being installed.  The new atrium entrance on the 
southeast corner of the courthouse has also seen significant progress.  The 
new bathroom in the atrium is being roughed in this week.      

 
ROAD AND BRIDGE – Engineer John Brunkhorst 
 

A) John Brunkhorst requested approval for the sale of the following used Highway 
Department equipment utilizing Minnbid or Fahey Sales: 
 

• 1991 Chevrolet pickup -  87,000 miles 
• 6000 watt portable generator 
• 5 HP Air compressor – 3 phase motor 
• 9000 lb. car lift – needs new lift cylinders 
 

Krueger/Pohlmeier motion carried unanimously to approve the sale of the used 
Highway Department equipment listed above utilizing Minnbid or Fahey Sales. 

 
ATTORNEYS OFFICE – Attorney Mike Junge 
 

A) Mike Junge presented to the board the statement of facts related to a branch 
chopper.  In the year 2002, the McLeod County Board of Commissioners 
authorized purchase of a wood chopper in the approximate amount of $500,000.00 
that would then be used by the City of Hutchinson to chop trees and branches that 
got transported to their tree landfill site. The chopper was also to be made 
available to other cities throughout the county and was available for McLeod 
County's use. In about 2004, the machine burned. The chopper had been insured 
under the City's cover with the City insurance trust and the City's trust paid to 
replace the chopper.  The chopper is now obsolete and has a scrap value of 
approximately $50,000.00. There is no written agreement as to who owns the 
chopper at the end of its useful life. During the period of the useful life of the 
chopper, the City of Hutchinson paid all maintenance costs and paid all insurance 
cost. 
 
Any action based on contract must be brought within six years, and since the 
chopper has been in the continuance possession of the City of Hutchinson since 
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2002, it is believed that McLeod County would not have any reasonable 
expectation of prevailing in an action brought for the recovery of the chopper. 
Further, the equities in this matter rest on the side of the City of Hutchinson since 
they have paid all maintenance costs, operating costs, and insurance costs 
associated with the chopper since 2002. Therefore, it is the opinion that McLeod 
County does not have any lawful claim over the proceeds of the salvage value of 
the chopper. 
 
Recommendation from the county attorney is for the McLeod County Board to 
recognize that it does not have a recognizable claim to the chopper that was 
originally purchased in 2002 nor to the replacement machine purchased in 2004 
from the Hutchinson city's insurance proceeds. 
 

Pohlmeier motion carried to recognize that McLeod County does not have a recognizable 
claim to the chopper that was originally purchased in 2002 nor to the replacement 
machine purchased in 2004 from the Hutchinson city's insurance proceeds. 
 
Roll Call: Wright – Yes, Pohlmeier – Yes, Nagel – Yes, Shimanski – Yes, Krueger – No.  
 

B) Mike Junge presented the findings of fact and order regarding redetermination of 
benefits for County Ditch 20. 
1. That after the benefits were adopted Scott Exsted filed an appeal on February 

27, 2015, regarding Parcel No. 01.025.0100 owned by Rebecca Tuchtenhagen, 
etal.  

2. That Ron Ringquist, John Dotolo, and Brad Wick acted as viewers. 
3. That based upon the review the acreage must be reduced by 26 acres and the 

net benefits by $23,395.20, since the 26 acres was included in the Ditch 20 
watershed, but does not actually drain into Ditch 20. 

4. That Scott Exsted agreed to the changed in acreage and benefits. 
5. That the viewers also examined the claim that 100- 200 acres west of MN State 

Highway 15 and north of the Catholic cemetery actually drained east under 
Highway 15 into Ditch 22. The viewer’s found that the primary drainage was 
to Ditch 20. 

6. That the public was heard regarding Findings 1 - 5 at a public hearing on 
March 20, 2017. 
 

Wright/Krueger motion carried unanimously to reduce acreage by 26 acres and the net 
benefits by $23,395.20, since the 26 acres was included in the Ditch 20 watershed, but 
does not actually drain into Ditch 20. 
 
Krueger/Nagel motion carried unanimously to award damages to Carlson Brothers for  
3 ½ years of fair rental value for path of construction of the ditch, which is 
approximately 5.5 acres for a total of $5,775.00.  
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Wright/Shimanski motion carried unanimously to open Public Hearing for Judicial  
Ditch 9. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – Judicial Ditch 9 
 

A) Brent Kavitz, SEH Project Manager, was present to answer any questions 
related to the timeline of Judicial Ditch 9 which are as follows: 

• Ditch Authority approved a repair project on December 15, 2015.   
• Notice of advertisement for bids to be received on March 29, 2017. 
 

Repair bids included: Rickert Excavating, Inc. (Glencoe, MN) $44,380.20; 
Tony’s Outdoor Services (Henderson, MN) $81,457.00; Land Pride 
Construction, LLC (Paynesville, MN) $92,164.00; Hutton, Inc. (West Concord, 
MN) $93,128.76. 
 

Wright/Nagel motion carried unanimously to award bid to Rickert Excavating, Inc. 
(Glencoe, MN) at $44,380.20. 
 
Wright/Shimanski motion carried unanimously to approve inspection from SEH at 
a cost not to exceed $6,800.00. 
 
Keith Osmonson was in attendance to share his concerns about a lateral off the 
ditch, which he said is causing water back up onto his property.  The board 
suggested that Mr. Osmonson work with Ryan Freitag of the Soil and Water 
Conservation District to see if they can come up with a solution. 
 
Wright/Shimanski motion carried unanimously to close Public Hearing for Judicial  
Ditch 9. 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 

 
A) Pat Melvin requested approval of April 2, 2017 Budget Committee 

Recommendations. 
 
1. Discussion regarding offer to purchase Lester Prairie 2 acre garage 

property. 
 
Recommendation: Hold for further discussion. 
 

2. Further discussion about speaker topic as proposed by Employee 
Enrichment and Development and employees in Public Health. 
 
Recommendation:  After review of Dr. Janati's and Jim Holler's training 
topics the Committee felt that Dr. Janati's presentation would appeal to a 
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larger spectrum of County employees and were willing to fund the speaker 
if participation from County employees or other organization was high 
and there was a follow up meeting to ensure that employees take away 
and implement something from the presentation. 
 

Wright/Pohlmeier motion carried unanimously to approve Dr. Janati's presentation 
at a cost not to exceed $1,500.00. 
 

3. Discuss Piepenburg bath house construction for fall of 2017. 
 
Recommendation:  Authorize Parks to get bids for completing the septic 
system estimated at $20,000-30,000 after the Parks close this fall.  Bids 
will be brought to the County Board for approval and to determine the 
funding source with hopes that perhaps there are additional construction 
funds available. 

 
Wright/Krueger motion carried unanimously to authorize Parks to get bids for 
completing the septic system at a cost not to exceed $30,000.00. 
 

4. Discuss cell phones for Probation. 
 
Recommendation:  Survey other Counties and revisit this issue at the next 
meeting. 
 

5. Discussion regarding deferment of County ditch assessments for 
individuals over 65 years of age who are retired, disabled or permanently 
in the military as allowed under Minnesota Statute 435.193. 
 
Recommendation:  Hold for further discussion. 

 
B) Pat Melvin requested approval of April 11, 2017 Personnel Committee 

Recommendations. 
 
1. Discuss Information Technology Technician I position due to less time 

being spent scanning other department's documents. 
 
Recommendation: Administration will have the position evaluated based 
on the new duties performed and approval of the reclassification will be 
revisited by the Personnel Committee at a later date. 
 

2. Consider approval to hire a summer Community Service Work 
Coordinator in Probation. 
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Recommendation:  Approve hiring a summer Community Service Work 
Coordinator in Probation. 
 

Wright/Pohlmeier motion carried unanimously to hire a summer Community 
Service Work Coordinator in Probation. 

 
3. Consider Administration vacancy for HR Manager. 

 
Recommendation:  Complete job description and bring to Board workshop 
on April 18 for further discussion. 
 

4. Consider approval to hire a replacement for a Social Worker in the Child 
Protection/Child Welfare unit. 
 
Recommendation: Approve hiring a Social Worker in the Child 
Protection/Child Welfare unit due to a resignation. 
 

Pohlmeier/Nagel motion carried unanimously to hire a Social Worker in the Child 
Protection/Child Welfare unit due to a resignation. 
 

C) Pat Melvin requested acknowledgement of receipt of $381.52 and closure of 
the account from Meeker, McLeod, Kandiyohi and Renville Counties Mid-MN 
Joint Powers Board that was established 25 years ago to address water 
planning activities and has not been active for the last 5 years due to other 
organizations stepping up to address water planning issues. 
 

Nagel/Krueger motion carried unanimously to terminate Mid-MN Joint Powers 
Board and to accept final payment of $381.52. 
 

D) Pat Melvin requested acceptance of final report of the McLeod County 
Organizational Study completed by Gary Weiers of David Drown and 
Associates. 
 

Nagel/Pohlmeier motion carried unanimously to accept final report of the McLeod 
County Organizational Study completed by Gary Weiers of David Drown and 
Associates.    
 

E) Pat Melvin requested approval of the workshop agenda items for the May 2nd 
including:  Discussion about wetland buffer laws and the County’s role in 
enforcement, if any; Solid Waste request for proposals update; rural recycling 
pilot program and preliminary budget review.  
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Wright/Shimanski motion carried unanimously to approve May 2nd Workshop 
agenda items. 
 

F) Commissioner Nagel requested appointment of Tim Haag to replace 
Lawrence Winter on the Trail Committee. 
 

Krueger/Pohlmeier motion carried unanimously to appoint Tim Haag to replace 
Lawrence Winter on the Trail Committee. 
 
Pohlmeier/Wright motion carried unanimously to recess at 10:35 a.m. until 9:00 
a.m. May 2, 2017 at the Glencoe City Center. 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________       ___________________________________ 
Joe Nagel, Board Chair Patrick Melvin, County Administrator 


